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Abstract  
For any nation to develop, art must be involved. This is because art has a way of 
communicating to the public in the simplest language they can understand. Art 
can mirror the society at any time, it exposes the ills of the society, it speaks the 
simplest language and it speaks all languages.  Art is a language of visual 
images that everyone must learn to read. These images affect our needs, our 
daily behavior, our hopes, our future, our opinion and our ultimate ideals. That 
is why the individual who cannot understand or read images is incompletely 
educated. Therefore Art Education communicates to the public about the 
happenings in the nation as regards to education, health, politics, agriculture, 
religion, commerce and industry. With Art Education and visual images which 
are meant to expose and to teach the public, the nation will be developed to 
desired dream country. The paper recommended that Art Education should be 
introduced in basic school and made compulsory so that the young ones can 
understand artworks from the cradle. Also, artists should be employed in all 
disciplines of life because of the important role they play especially in the areas 
of awareness. 

 
Art is a diverse range of human activities and the products of those activities. This focuses 

primarily on the visual arts which include the creation of images or objects in fields including painting, 
sculpture, printmaking, photography and other visual media. Art has been characterized in terms of 
mimesis, expression, and communication of emotion or other values. The nature of art and related 
concepts such as creativity and interpretation are explored in a branch of philosophy known as aesthetic. 
The word art can refer to several things, a study of creative skills, a process of using the creative skill, a 
product of the creative skill or the audience experience with a creative skill. 
 

Education is the gradual process of acquiring skills and habits that make an individual fit into his 
society whereby he becomes responsible to himself and his entire community [Adah, 1991]. 
Stephany (2005), stated that Art Education is an important part of public education. Through art, a wide 
range of important skills can be taught to the public. She further stated that art education plays a positive 
role in the brain development i.e. it caused the brain to focus on specific areas of learning which improved 
the overall thinking skills of people in several ways because they often use abstract thought to solve 
problems. 
 

Wikipedia online defines communication as a latin word “communis” meaning to share. It is the 
activity of conveying information through the exchange of thoughts, messages or information as by 
speech, visuals, signals, writing or behavior. Communication is any act by which one person gives to or 
receives from another person information that are needed, desired, or perceived. Communication may be 
intentional or unintentional, may involve conventional or unconventional signals, may take linguistic or 
non linguistic forms and may occur through spoken or other modes. 
 

Art forms can be utilized through visuals. Art visuals are associated with those art addressed 
specifically and directly to the sense of vision. They are seen than imagined. Visual arts are meant to 
expose and to teach [Enendu, 2010]. Visuals can be displayed through posters, drawings, paintings etc. 
Art has several important roles to play in national development in areas of education, health, politics, 
agriculture, religion, commerce and industry because they create awareness to the happenings of the 
society. 
 



The role of art education as a means of visual communication for national development can be 
categorized into these headings: 
 
The Role of Art to Education 

Art Education affects children’s self esteem because art classes offer children the opportunity to 
find ways to express their emotions and personality. Involvement in the arts can motivate students who 
are otherwise unwilling to learn. Art plays an essential role in education, specifically;  
1. it helps in providing an effective way to build skills, develop content comprehension and empower 

students with the skills that they need to succeed in our visually complex world [Lori, 2010]. 
2. students learn fast by using pictures, charts or other visual forms of organizing information. 
3. students who are visual spatial learners thrive when they can use art to access their strength. 
4. art also provides the visual literacy skills that students will need to be able to critically engage within 

this fast -paced media saturated world. 
 

Art Education can be integrated into all areas of the curriculum to allow all students to gain the skills 
that a visually competent creative professional will need in order to succeed. (see Fig 1). 

                                  
Fig 1: Cartoon Educating Children on the Need to Read Always. 
 
 The Role of Art to Health 

Wikipedia online defines health as the level of functional or metabolic efficiency of a living 
being. In human, it is the general condition of a person’s mind and body that usually makes him to be free 
from illness, injury or pain. 
 

The research or its findings suggest the incorporation of the arts into the healthcare environment. 
This can increase patient satisfaction, reduce length of stay and can actually reduce the time it takes a 
person to heal. 
 

Rice [2012], stated that Art can be used to raise awareness of specific illnesses and help people 
think about medical issues they might otherwise choose not to engage in. Although, information may be 
offered through leaflets or health related website, radio and television, but people may not choose to read 



this information or may be unaware of it if they have little contact with the information. As in Fig 2, 
visuals like posters hardly escape peoples’ site e.g. health hazard conditions like smoking, HIV/AIDS, 
immunization etc can be communicated to the public easily through visuals. Artworks like wood or stone 
sculpture, ceramic bowls, oil paintings and glass works can be used to communicate to the public on 
health issues. Therefore, the arts can offer the world of health far more than just decorative images on 
walls. 
 

                  
 Fig. 2:   Poster on the Dangers of AIDS 
 

Emotions such as love and fear are familiar to everyone but cannot be seen; therefore art makes 
these experiences visible through visuals like paintings or sculptural piece. National Health Service 
[NHS] in their research demonstrated how the arts can help users to express, contain and transform 
distress and disturbance and how the arts help to create a less stressful clinical environment thus: 

1 The arts in this context have been proved to increase the understanding between clinicians and 
the people for whom they care. 

2 Arts help to aid better public health awareness. 
3 Arts help to develop and deliver more patient focused services. 
4 Art helps to improve the healthcare experiences for all. 

 
The Role of art to Politics 

Politics is the art or science of influencing people on a civic or individual level when there are 
more than two people involved. The history of politics is by and large the history of monument and of 
artworks compatible with capitulation. Every political regime uses the arts for propaganda purposes. 
Consciously, they display the arts and try to shape the consciousness of their population [Crispin, 2008]. 
Fig. 3 depicts the role of political poster in awareness campaign. 



                                
Fig.3:  Example of Political Poster [Graphic Design] 

Shane (2012), highlighted the attributes of art and artists thus: 
1. Artists create not a vacuum but as integral members of a society, their work therefore often 

expresses viewpoints about society including its politics and government. 
2. Many artists express political and social views through their work i.e. they make statement or 

highlight certain issues through artworks. 
3. The growing outspokenness of the arts sometimes provokes political backlash. 
4. Politicians use artworks especially posters and banners in their campaign. 
5. Awareness is created through artworks on political issues in the nation for better development. 

 
The Role of art to Agriculture 

Agriculture is the science, art and business of cultivating the soil, nurturing crops and raising 
livestock. Art has a role to play in response to the crisis in farming and in addressing the problems of 
social exclusion and cultural under-investment in rural communities for instance: 

1. Art deals with agricultural project, exhibitions and publication, dealing with issues in agriculture 
such as farming families, animal health welfare, food and safety and industrial farming practices. 

2. Art exposes the problems of farming and suggest solutions to farming problems. 
3. Art helps to generate new images concerning agriculture and it raises awareness of farming life 

among communities. 
4. Art communicates farming traditions and values to the public. 
5. All these benefits in agriculture can easily be achieved through awareness created by Art visuals 

(see Fig. 4). 
                       



 
 
Fig.4: Art Work Displaying the Benefit of Agriculture 
 
The Role of Art to Religion 

Religion is an organized collection of beliefs, systems, cultural systems and world view that relate 
humanity to spirituality and sometimes to moral values. Many religions have narrative, symbols, 
traditions and sacred histories that are intended to give meaning to life. The practice of a religion may 
include rituals, deity, gods or goddess, festivals, music, dance and all these have something to do with art. 
Awareness on religious violence and possible remedy can be created through artworks. Without art, 
religion cannot operate. This is because painting, drawings and sculptures are used to depict the faith or 
believe of a particular religion. For instance, 

1. Paintings and sculptures of Mary, the statues of the apostles and Jesus are used to depict Christian 
religion. 

2. Sculptures of images, deities and gods depict traditional religion. 
3. Arabic drawings and symbols depict Islamic religion.  
4. Figures and paintings also are used to depict Hindu religion etc.  

 
Generally artworks are used to depict a particular religion and they play important roles in the 

faith and belief of the people involved. Fig 5 depicts the symbolic representation of the Christian faith. 



                      
Fig.5:  Example of a Religious Poster Depicting the Christian faith. 

 
The Role of art to Commerce and Industry 

Commerce is a branch of business that is concerned with the exchange of goods and services. It 
includes all those activities which directly or indirectly facilitate that exchange while industry is the 
organized action of making of goods and services for sale. Industry has to do with business, product, 
manufacturing, trade, trading, commerce and commercial enterprise. In order to market these products, art 
has to be involved as visualized in Fig 6.  
According to Otoba (2008), the role of art in the development of commerce and industry includes: 

1. Manufacturing of goods which are advertised and marketed through art especially through posters. 
2. Fast communication to the public especially people in the rural areas. 

  Also in commerce and industry art education: 
i.      creates wealth through awareness 

ii.      alleviates poverty through awareness and 
iii.     creates job through awareness 

                                
Fig.6:  Example of billboard advertising coca cola 

Conclusion 
Development of any nation is measured by the people’s standard of living. Ignorance is a disease 

and for any country to develop, people need to be aware of their environment. Art education is one of the 



major ways of creating awareness in all works of life; Education, Health, Politics, Agriculture, Religion 
Commerce and Industry. Without art, people will wallow in ignorance, poverty and finally death. 
Therefore art education serves as a means of visual communication for national development. 
 
Recommendations 

It is therefore recommended that: 
Artists should be employed in all disciplines of life because they have important roles to play in 
awareness creation. This will help to reduce unemployment in Nigeria. Artists should be recognized and 
be accorded their right because of their role in the society. Art education should be introduced in basic 
schools so that people should understand artworks from the cradle. 
 

Government and individual should help to sponsor artists because of their role in the society 
especially in areas of awareness. Parents should not discourage their children who are interested in 
studying art in school.  
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